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Fast Preferred Feed at Low Cost 

For spring or autumn sowing 

 

• Farmers report that livestock prefer Hobson 

over most other brassica varieties. 
 

• Green feed for finishing sheep and cattle for 

market 

• Highly digestible & productive feed source 

• Conditions a paddock for autumn sowing 
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Hobson Forage Rape; a reliable and low cost feed 

source for the summer and autumn 
 

Summer is a critical time in pasture production systems due to limited 

amount of rainfall. Grasses have a bunch root system with most of their 

roots growing close to the soil surface. This area dries out in summer 

limiting the growth of the grasses. Hobson forage rape has a tap root 

that can extract water lower down the soil profile. Hobson forage rape 

is a reliable feed source over the summer period when grasses are not 

growing. 

 

The most common forage brassicas are forage rapes and forage turnips. 

Forage rape can be used to create a feed bank if a late autumn break 

creates a situation where grasses will not generate any feed until 

winter. A good pasture manager can have the benefit of summer 

grazing and then close them up for an autumn grazing. 

 

For farmers sowing their forage brassicas late (e.g. December) or 

sowing after a summer storm it may be advisable to sow Hobson with 

some Shirohie or Japanese millet. Millet is a tropical forage grass that 

can survive with a minimal amount of rain and can be grazed at any 

height as it does not have the acid problem that sorghum can have. 

Millet can provide valuable fast growing forage from January through to 

May. 
 

 

Recommended pH Rate: 5+ 

 

Recommended Rainfall Rate: 500mm+ 
 

Recommended Sow Rate: 3 to 4 kgs/ha.              
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