
Alternative crops which assist in providing additional options for fast establishing forage and cover crops  that also provide benefits for soil improvement. Some can be used for
green manure or as a bio fumigant crop while others are suited to providing forage after summer rainfall events or legume or herb options under very intensive grazing systems.  

PRODUCT DESCRIPTIONS
IDEAL SOIL

RANGE
LS/S/L/H

ALTERNATIVE CROPS
SOWING

RATE 
KG /HA

LOW PH(P) /
WATERLOGGING
(W)/SALINITY (S)

TOLERANCE

Sub tropical grasses are a perennial species and once established can provide all year round production under the right management. These species should be spring sown,
however can be sown where soils temperatures are >18° C with adequate moisture for establishment. Once sown close the paddock for 8 to 10 months to enable the plants to
establish before grazing. To achieve optimum production rotationally graze leaving a residue of approximately 10cm to retaining ground cover and enabling faster recovery. 

PRODUCT DESCRIPTIONS
IDEAL SOIL

RANGE
LS/S/L/H

SUB TROPICAL GRASSES AND LEGUMES'
SOWING

RATE 
KG /HA

LOW PH(P) /
WATERLOGGING
(W)/SALINITY (S)

TOLERANCE

Mainly Panic with Rhodes
grasses

Suited for areas north of Perth. Unique mix ideally adapted to a wide
range of soils within those areas where perennial pastures are required.
Sustainability and productivity of this pasture mix is highly relative to
allowing it ample time to establish and managing its grazing appropriately.
ALSO Suited to areas for stabilisation, like mine rehabilitation, road verges

Deep rooted and drought
persistent.

Very popular perennial grass which is very persistent and has increased
productivity in areas used with summer rainfall. Gatton has a broader
longer leaf and better palatability than green panic. Green Panic is tolerant
to shade. Suited to well drained soils but will perform on other soils with
good fertility. Responds quickly after rain. Does not tolerate waterlogging.
Sensitive to frost.

Finecut is a fine leaved selection from Katambora giving improved
establishment vigour, higher palatability and increased production. Ideal
hay option. One of the more productive of the Rhodes grass options. 

Older variety with prostrate spreading habit. Widely adapted and easily
established. Tolerates heavy grazing once established. Provides Nematode
resistance. Is more tolerant of lower temperatures.

Callide is a Tetraploid variety and later flowering than Katambora. It exhibits
stolon density similar to Katambora. Requires a higher rainfall than
Katambora. Callide can be more palatable and productive than Katambora
under better fertility conditions.

Setaria grass is adapted to a wide range of soil types. Good fertility levels
will enhance the production and can assist with extending the growing
season. Narok Setaria is relatively frost tolerant and can stand some water
logging. 

Short term chicory with high yields and fast establishment. If managed
properly persistence is for up to 3 years. Drought tolerant with 1M tap root
and has improved insect resistance. Safe to animals, will not cause staggers

An annual forage which is extremely palatable at all growth stages. Has
the ability to substantially improve soil fertility and structure, as well as
organic matter. Also provide a good break crop for weeds and diseases.

High nutritive value and highly palatability. Easy to establish, adapted to
a wide range of soil. High yields in a short period of time, with high
seed production.

Top performing forage crop. It is suited to cattle and sheep and likes a pH of
5+. It has a long tap root to source water so more tolerant to drought. It has
a fast growth of between 10-12 weeks and is an ideal finishing for livestock.

Sow when soil temperatures exceed 14⁰C. Should not be grazed until
plants are well anchored, 20-30 cm in plant height. Adequate fertiliser
should be applied after each grazing, followed by subsequent
topdressings. Salt tolerant but not frost tolerant. Fast growing, high yield.

Plant at a soil temperature of over 13°C. Survives best in a soil pH of above
5. Good component to a cover crop mix as Sunflowers have a robust root
system that enables them to capture nutrients that are available in the soil.
Sunflowers also are good for Mycorrhizal Fungi growth.

Pasture GROWERS GUIDE provides a brief description and broad based recommendations on the listed varieties and
public material as to their main production characteristics. To get more detailed information always consult your local

agronomist.  Most varieties listed on this chart are protected under the Plant Breeders Rights Act 1994 and amendments.
Unauthorized commercial propagation or sale of these varieties is an infringement under the Plant Breeders Act.  

SOIL RANGE KEY: LS - Light Sands, S - Sand, L - Loams, H - Heavy

RAINFALL
IN MM

CHICO CHICORY  High Quality summer forage 6 to 8 550+ L-H P
W 

Achieves rapid ground cover providing a quick, highly palatable grazing
feed for sheep and cattle. Late Flowering, draws up subsoil nitrogen and
nutrients, green manure biomass, aerates soil, breaks down compacted
soil. Sowing depth 0.75 to 2.5cm.

BUSTER FORAGE
RADISH

Large leaf diameter, deep long
root 5 to 8 350+ S

Suited to sheep, dairy and beef cattle. It is a winter hardy legume with
good persistence, good growth that is tolerant to moderate
waterlogging.. Good for hay, silage or a green manure crop.

BENETAS VETCH Soft seeded annual legume 30 to 50 400+

Ideal for providing a reliable pasture in drier years, getting early grazing
in cold climates, and filling a feed gap in autumn and winter.

CEREAL RYE Inexpensive cover crop 80 to 100 350+ L-H W 

COMMON VETCH Has high feed values as green
and dry as well as grain 40 to 45 300+ L-H W 

COWPEA EBONY Fast growing, multi purpose
legume with drought tolerance 10 to 15 500+ S-H W

HOBSONS FORAGE
RAPE Summer Pasture Crop 3 to 5 500+ S-H

SHIROHIE MILLET   Fast growing crop for summer
rainfall events 7 to 15 300+ S-H

SUNFLOWER Good cover crop option to
include in mixes 5 to 8 350+ H W

Suited to all soil types, all stock classes and can be grown at any time
of the year. Winfred has exceptional drought tolerance, good frost
tolerance and excellent regrowth potential. 

WINFRED RAPE The all rounder forage 3 to 4 500+ S-H

RAINFALL
IN MM

NORTHERN
PERENNIAL MIX   6 to 8 300+ SL-L Mild S

GATTON/GREEN
PANIC GRASS     4 to 8 300+ SL-L W

Panic with Rhodes Grasses,
Setaria and Kikuyu

Suited for areas South of Perth. Persistent and productive perennial mix
which if allowed to establish with adequate moisture will continue to be
productive in summer with the appropriate grazing systems. Suited to
areas for stabilisation, like mine rehabilitation , road verges etc 

SOUTHERN
PERENNIAL MIX     6 to 8 300+ SL-L Mild S

FINECUT RHODES
GRASS  

Proven in WA across a wide
range of soils. Silage or hay 4 to 8 300+ S-L Mild S

Widely adaptable grass to soils and climate. Tolerant of flooding and
salinity; and heavy grazing. Sow at 25°C . Prefers pH of 5.5+. Propagates
by a series of runners - stolon (above ground) and Rhizomes (below
ground) Can strangle out other pastures as it is very vigorous.

BERMUDA COUCH
SPEEDIE COATED

Warm Season grass for
permanent pastures

8kg pasture;
100kg turf 600+ W/S

KATAMBORA
RHODES GRASS   

Popular variety with prostrate
growth habit 4 to 8 300+ SL-L Mild W/

Mild S

CALLIDE RHODES
GRASS     

Can also perform in more
acidic and low fertility soils 4 to 8 400+ SL-L

NAROK SETARIA
GRASS    

Cold tolerant suited to coastal
regions and South of WA 4 to 8 400+ S-H Mild W

Reclaimer is a salt tolerant early maturing, erect, warm season, highly
stoloniferous perennial Rhodes grass that has retained the attributes of
Finecut but with increased stolon density and number of growing points
giving increased plant recruitment. Will provide more rapid ground cover
than other varieties. Excellent hay option.

RECLAIMER 
RHODES GRASS        

High salinity tolerance. 
Suits wide spectrum of soils.
Hay option

4 to 8 300+ S-L S

Excellent leaf to stem ratio, suitable for grazing, hay and silage. Plant in
Spring/summer where temperatures are over 15°C. Very quick to regrow.CHOMPER SORGHUM Fast growing, fine stemmed

hybrid 4 to 6 500+ H

For Sheep, dairy and beef cattle. Has a deep root system so relatively
drought tolerant Increases volume of animal urine resulting in reduced
N loading in urine Patch Increases feed quality in summer and
improved cool season activity 

ECOTAIN
ENVIRONMENTAL
PLANTAIN

Mineral rich year-round
perennial grazing herb

10-14kg;
6-8kg in mix 600+ L-H

Sow when soil temperatures exceed 16⁰C. Sorghum X Sudan Grass
Hybrid giving excellent levels of production and quick recovery after
grazing or cutting. Also makes an excellent cover or green manure
crop. Prussic Acid poisoning possible if livestock is fed on either very
young crop or crop stunted by drought or frosted. Needs to be well fed
with nitrogen periodically.

FEEDEX SORGHUM Highly productive with good
regrowth potential 3 to 10 300+ S-H W

Purple flowering dun dimpled seed. They end up prostrate at maturity.
Mid season maturing variety with increased pod set and vigourPARAFIELD PEAS Good nitrogen fixation in soils 100kg 300-750

S-L P

The upgraded version of the Margurita Serradella offering an all year round
pasture if seeded as a podded seed(sowing rate 15-20kg). Hard Seed, pink
flower with a shorter time to maturity vis Margurita with 90 days to
flowering. Suited to sandy loam or loamy soils. Highly palatable and very
productive in spring with a high nutritive value

FRAN2O 
SERRADELLA

The NEW wonder Serradella
varietal 5 to 7

300

PRODUCT DESCRIPTIONS
SOWING

RATE
KG/HA

LOW PH(P) /
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS COLUMN
SERRADELLAS & MEDIC 

RAINFALL
IN MM

APPROX
DAYS TO

FLOWERING
IN PERTH

A very hard seed, yellow flowered Serradella. Santorini does not suffer
leaf loss or lodge like French Serradella and as a consequence holds the
lower leaves resulting in better production. Sow as pure seed where
pasture required in year 1. Toughest of all Serradellas that withstands
heavy grazing

Hard seeded.  Intermediate maturity between Serena & Circle Valley
with an upright growth habit. Adaptable to a range of soils including red
brown sandy loams, grey clay soils and sandy loams. Palatable at all
growth stages. Requires group AM inoculant.

SANTORINI
SERRADELLA  

Excellent producer can be
indeterminate in its flowering 6 to 10 400+ 95

300+ 90

LS-L P

Drought tolerant, big seeded, highly vigorous and competitive. 
High yielding for low to medium rainfall areas. Requires Group AM
inoculant.

CHEETAH BARREL
MEDIC

Hard seeded. Highly vigorous
and drought tolerant 5 to 10 250+ 85 L-H

SANTIAGO MEDIC  More productive and persistent
in lower rainfall areas 2 to 10 350+ 85 L-H

New pink flowered medium maturing, hard seeded release. Margurita
has an erect growth habit with good production through early - mid
spring. Should be sown as bare seed where pasture is required in year 1.
Pod seed can be sown in February @ 20kg/ha,shallow(10mm) and will
soften by the break of the season.     

MARGURITA
SERRADELLA    Hard seeded selection 6 to 10 LS-L P
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SERRADELLAS & MEDIC 

Cadiz is a soft seeded pink flowering French Serradella. Higher seeding
rates required,  as 60% of the weight is pod not seed. Tolerates lower
pH soils. Requires group G inoculant. Deep rooted behaviour on deep
sandy soils can extend the growing season. Low bloat risk.

RAINFALL
IN MM

APPROX
DAYS TO

FLOWERING
IN PERTH

CADIZ SERRADELLA    Soft seeded segmented pod 10 to 20 350+ 105 LS-L P

Eliza is a soft seeded pink flowering French Serradella with more early
vigour than Cadiz. Higher seeding rates required,  as 60% of the weight is
pod not seed.  Tolerates lower pH soils. Requires group G inoculant. Deep
rooted behaviour on deep sandy soils can extend the growing season. Low
bloat risk.

ELIZA SERRADELLA   Soft seeded segmented pod 10 to 20 350+ 80

400+ 107

continued on next column


